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Summary & comments: Mrs D Penny 

1.1. Mrs D Penney [1], reports walking for pleasure along the Route from the county 

unclassified road C1-5 [sic] C51-9 [CAMS 381/51-4] to existing footpaths 122, 111 & 

14 Tintern for a period from 1986 to 2013.  Although this covers 27 years, only 11 

years are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period.  An interview was conducted and she 

has marked on a map provided all the Routes she walked (Appendix 6.4.9).  

(i) During this period she has lived in the area and believed that she has always had 

a right to use route A-B-C-D.  She states that from October to Easter she used the 

Route 180 times a year and from Easter to October she walked the Route 60 

times a year.    

(ii) She reports that in 2013 she was recently given permission by the owner.  The 

reason the owner gave was that they owned the way.  

(iii) She continues to describe the Route as a defined track that has always run over 

the same alignment and that she has kept to this track that has, to her knowledge, 

never had gates, locked gates or stiles across it.   

(iv) She recalls footpath signs indicating the way in the past and describes the track as 

a pleasant route into the woods linking up with many other paths.  

(v) She has also noticed that the Route which has been used by local inhabitants and 

holiday makers alike has now been made totally impassable by foot.  The 

alternative path around this area is very restricting. 

Comments 
(vi) Mrs D Penney states that she has walked the Route but does not specify whether 

or not she believes the status of the Route is either a footpath, bridleway, byway 

open to all traffic or restricted byway.   

(vii) The ownership of the Route does not in of itself prevent the public from claiming 

the existence of a public right of way.  There exists numerous public rights of way 

over private land. 

(viii) The reference made to the verbal permission granted to the use of the Route is in 

conjunction with the time frame when physical obstructions were built to prevent it.  

These two events join up to become the single event that obstructed the public 

rights of way forcing the submission of the Application.  

(ix) Mrs D Penney’s evidence is based on her walking activities, her observation of 

footpath signs and other walkers. Therefore, this submission supports public 

footpath rights. 
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Summary & comments: Mrs E Greatorex-Davies 

1.1. Mrs E Greatorex-Davies [2], is the clerk of Tintern Community Council and was the 

original applicant who compiled and submitted the claim to register the Route from the 

county unclassified road C51-9 [CAMS 381/51-4] to existing footpaths 122, 111 & 14 

Tintern (A-B-C-D) on the Definitive Map and Statement as a restricted byway.  She 

reports walking and horse riding for pleasure along route, A-B-C-D, for a period from 

1994 to 2013.  Although this covers 19 years, only 3 years are relevant for the 1977 to 

1997 period.  An interview was conducted and she has marked on a map provided all 

the Routes she used (Appendix 6.5.15). 

i) During this period she has lived in the area and always believed that she had a 

right to use route A-B-C-D, as it was marked on an OS map, a Public Rights of 

Way map issued by the local Authority and also the presence of fingerposts.  For 

these reasons she recognized the Route as a public right of way.  She recounts 

using the Route about five times a week, i.e. approximately 250 times a year.    

ii) She describes the way as a defined track that has always run over the same route 

which she has kept to and has to her knowledge never had gates, locked gates or 

stiles across it.   

iii) She recalls three footpath signs indicating the way to Barbadoes Green and The 

Oaks.  

iv) She reports that during 20 years of use she had only been told once by Mrs 

Talbot, at the beginning of November 2013, that they were “closing the path as it 

was on their land and they were shortly to be felling some trees” on it.   

v) As part of her submission Mrs E Greatorex-Davies has included the 1821 

Enclosure Award maps (Appendix 6.5.8 & 6.5.9) that shows clear historical 

evidence of a footpath and having spoken to the Forestry Commission also 

submits a copy of the ownership boundaries of the Commission’s land (Appendix 

6.5.10).  From this document it appears that the area of land, plot number 1665 on 

the 1881 OS map, is within the Commission’s ownership and control. This is 

supported by Mrs E. G-Davies reporting that the Commission had on several 

occasions done work in this area, including rebuilding the historic pipework bridge 

on the path (known as Pryce’s Bridge).  

Comments 
vi) Although the 1821 Enclosure Award map does record a ‘public footway or path’, 

the alignment depicted is not similar to that recorded on the 1881 OS map and 

therefore, does not support the alleged public right of way.  The details of the 

Enclosure Award are fully investigated in Chapter 8. 

 01_13MOD_PB: Summary & comments User Evidence Form - EGD (2) 
Appendix 6.5 

 



 
 
 

 

vii) Mrs E Greatorex-Davies also refers to the 1988 sale particulars for Moor Farm 

which is not included with the submission.  The reference here to land ownership, 

although helpful, is not an issue that the Authority is able to resolve.  The land 

registry documents are detailed in Chapter 5. 

viii) The evidence submitted by Mrs E Greatorex-Davies is based on: her belief that 

the status of the Route is a restricted byway; her own use of the Route was either 

by walking or horse riding; her observation of direction signs and other walkers.  

Therefore, this submission supports public bridleway rights. 
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Summary & comments: Mrs R Rogers 

1.1. Mrs R Rogers [3], reports walking dogs, horse riding, cycling and walking for pleasure 

along the Route from the county unclassified road C51-9 [CAMS 381/51-4] to existing 

footpaths 122, 111 & 14 Tintern (A-B-C-D) for a period from 1995 to 2013.  Although this 

covers 18 years, only 2 years are relevant for the 1977 to 1997 period.   

(i) During this period she has lived in the area and believed that she has always had 

a right to use Route A-B-C-D as the way was marked as a bridleway and footpath. 

She further reports that she believed the status of the Route to be a 

footpath/bridleway which she used daily at all times of the year.    

(ii) She continues to describe the Route as a defined track that has always run over 

the same alignment and that she has kept to this track that has to her knowledge 

never had gates, locked gates or stiles across it.   

(iii) She recalls bridleway and footpath signs indicating the way in the past. 

(iv) She has also noticed that the Route is used by most of the local inhabitants of the 

area as it was a pleasant walk that was recently improved by levelling off and 

adding a layer of gravel.  She reports having stopped using the way as it is now 

blocked and hopes that it will be restored to its former beauty. 

Comments 
(v) Mrs R Rogers’ evidence is based on: her horse riding and walking; her 

observation of both bridleway and footpath signs; encountering other walkers. 

Therefore, her evidence supports public bridleway and footpath rights. 
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